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ABSTRACT 


The changes to which higher education all over the globe increasingly is exposed, are complex and varied, even contradictory, and the comprehensive concept of 
globalisation are far from clear and well defined. Nevertheless, the concept of globalisation indicates that the various changes are somehow interrelated and creating 
new forms of interdependencies between actors, institutions and states. It is assumed that globalization promises dramatic and rewarding change to the higher 
education systems, of societies, which are relatively stable in their political, social and institutional makeup, while for the others, it may threaten the very stability 
needed to build well performing higher education system. It seems that the Higher Education is undergoing dramatic change worldwide and that the early 21" century is 
the “perfect storm” of external pressure and internal responses. Higher education has now become central to the changes sweeping through emerging nations, in which 
worldwide networking and exchange are reshaping social, economic and cultural life. In some respects globalization in higher education is an alternative to the old 
internationalization, even a rival to it. Yet they also do not necessarily exclude each other. 
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I.INTRODUCTION: 

Education is regarded as one that contributes to social, political and cultural and 
economic transformation of a country. The success of any nation is basically 
linked to its human resources Higher Education in the Era of Globalization. We 
live in a time of great change, an increasingly global society, driven by the expo- 
nential growth of new knowledge and knitted together by rapidly evolving infor- 
mation and communication technologies. It is a time of challenge and contradic- 
tion, yet it is also a time of unusual opportunity and optimism as new technolo- 
gies not only improve the human condition but also enable the creation and flour- 
ishing ofnew communities and social institutions more capable of addressing the 
needs of our society. Such issues provide the context for higher education in the 
21° century. 


Any social structure requires for its functioning a set of intellectuals linked to 
itself. A major objective of the education system within the system of higher edu- 
cation, is to produce these intellectuals. When a new social movement emerges 
on the horizon, which challenges the existing social arrangement, it requires for 
its sustenance and progress, anew set of intellectuals with a different outlook, dif- 
ferent from that of the usual products of the pre-existing system of higher educa- 
tion. 


The countries having well developed and efficient systems of production and dis- 
tribution of knowledge are in a commanding position. The others, drawn in this 
new world economic order as their partners, are required to compete with them. 


Il. GLOBALIZATION: 

Globalization is an umbrella term that refers to increasing global connectivity, 
integration and interdependence in the economic, social, technological, cultural, 
political, and ecological spheres. It is a unitary process inclusive of many such 
sub-processes, perhaps as best underststood as enhanced economic interdepen- 
dence, increased cultural influence, rapid advances of information technology, 
and novel governance and geopolitical challenges. 


The traditional contributors of economic development and economic power such 
as material resources and production capabilities have been replaced by knowl- 
edge and information. Globalization has resulted in significant changes in the 
knowledge economy and ushered new conditions for the provision of higher edu- 
cation to cater the skill requirement all across the globe. The present study criti- 
cally analyzes the growth of higher education sector in India and identifies the 
major concerns. 


Globalization is described as, flow of technology, economy, knowledge, people, 
values and ideas across borders as, it affects each country in a different way due 
to a nation's individual history, traditions, culture and priorities (Knight and De 
Wit, 1999). There are a number of factors which are closely related to this world- 
wide flow, which are seen as key elements of globalization. These include the 
knowledge society, information and communication technologies, the market 
economy, trade liberalization and changes in governance structures. These ele- 
ments of globalization have significant impact on the education sector (Knight, 
2004). 


It can also be defined as the intensification of worldwide social relations which 
link distant localities in such a way that local happenings are shaped by events 
occurring at any distant place and vice versa. It is this construction of time-space 
compression that has given rise to popular notion of “One-World” “Global Vil- 
lage”, etc. 


Ill. PROBLEMS OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN DEVELOPING COUN- 
TRIES: 

The higher education sector in the Southern countries as compared to the North is 
affected with a multitude of chronic problems that makes globalization impossi- 
ble. According to a World Bank (2000) study, problems facing the higher educa- 
tion sector in Southern Countries include: 


(a) Poor faculty quality and outmoded teaching methods and equipment (b) Poor 
study and working conditions (c) Academic brain drain (d) Poorly motivated stu- 
dents (e) Insufficient resources (f) Imbalances in higher education 


Poor Faculty Quality: 
Alack of well-qualified and highly motivated staff even in public universities is a 
common problem in developing countries. The poor faculty quality confines the 
level of knowledge imparted to students and their ability to generate new ideas in 
the era of globalization. 


Outmoded Teaching Methods and Equipment: 

Many universities are stocked with obsolete textbooks and journals with no 

online facilities. These problems are incompatible with the virtual and electronic 

university.As the World Bank (2000) observes, rote learning and the lecture meth- 
ods are carried out by intensive use of blackboards in many universities. 


Poor Study Conditions and Unmotivated Students: 

Compared to students in higher education institutions in the developed countries, 
the students of developing countries face difficulties due to severely over- 
crowded classrooms, inadequate libraries and laboratory facilities, distracting 
living conditions, and poor student services (World Bank, 2000) and the financial 
constraint in many institutions of higher education. 


Furthermore, in many developing countries, students spend time outside their 
universities due to strikes and expulsions. Most of the students have poor aca- 
demic backgrounds, conditions are made worst by examination leakage, and 
forged high school certificates. 


Academic Brain Drain: 

Low pay and poor incentives have contributed to the unbridled problem of brain 
drain in higher education institutions in the developing countries. Altbach and 
Teichler (2001) comments: “There is also the very disturbing phenomenon of the 
out-migration of academic talent from regions, most notably Africa, because of 
deteriorating conditions in universities as well as political and economic prob- 
lems” (p.8). The problem of low pay for academics leads to problems affecting 
quality teaching and research. Another facet of academic brain drain is the 
engagement by faculty in research and consultancies that are not relevant to the 
needs of the countries concerned. Although developing countries contain more 
than 80% of the world's population, they account for just half of the world student 
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population in higher education, and for a far smaller proportion with access to 
quality higher education (World Bank, 2000). This inequality creates unfavor- 
able conditions for globalization of higher education. 


Insufficient Resources: 

Universities and other higher education institutions in the developing countries 
have insufficient resources to carry out reforms indispensable for globalization. 
Public expenditure on education as a whole percentage of GNP is low in develop- 
ing countries compared to developed countries. Because of insufficient 
resources, higher education institutions in developing countries function under 
adverse conditions: overcrowding, deteriorating physical facilities, and a gen- 
eral decline in quality teaching and research, and not to mention obsolete or aban- 
doned scientific equipment often obtained through external donors. (World 
Bank, 2000 and 1994). 


IV. GLOBALISATION AND HIGHER EDUCATION: 

The thrust of Globalization is expected to push Higher Education to face far- 
reaching challenges. According to the Spanish sociologist, Manuel Castells, one 
of the leading authorities on Globalization states, “effects on the university will 
be more drastic than industrialization, urbanization and secularization com- 
bined. It is, the biggest challenge that the University has ever faced for more than 
acentury anda half.” 


Higher education today, Globalization or no Globalization, is no more controlled 
by geographical boundaries. Innovative forms of translocation and transnational 
education have become a possibility. Multi campus institutions, "franchised 
institutions learning centers providing university degree, off campus education, 
distance learning, internet based distance education, virtual universities merging 
of part studies to combine into a whole for obtaining national as well as interna- 
tional degrees are only few models as examples. As far as higher education is con- 
cerned, an enthused and well-informed student has umpteen choices, for the first 
time in the history of education, to access for a "global marketplace". Yet, the mat- 
ter of the fact is, this access remains only as availability. Who can reach to it and 
how? What alternative provisions are made for those who cannot afford to reach 
is the crux of the matter. 


Higher education institutions have been both the agent and objects of globaliza- 
tion (Scott, 1998). Developed countries such as the US on the other hand, see 
investment in education abroad as a strategy to strengthen the competitive posi- 
tion of it's corporations in host countries (Gibbs, 1989). Student options for 
higher education, in particular, are no longer constrained by national boundaries. 
For the first time in history, large segments of the world's student population truly 
have access to a “global marketplace” of higher education. 


Higher education can be seen as both an actor and reactor to the event of global- 
ization. Unesco (2003) mentioned that four key elements of globalization rele- 
vant to this discussion are: 


¢ The growing importance of the knowledge society/economy; 


* The development of new trade agreements which cover trade in education 
services; 


¢ The innovations related to ICTs; and 
* Theemphasis on the role of the market and the market economy. 


Unesco (2003)stated that these factors in turn have been the catalysts for new 
developments in higher education including: 1) the emergence of new education 
providers such as multi-national companies, corporate universities and media 
companies; 2) new forms of delivering education including distance, virtual and 
new face-to face, such as private companies; 3) greater diversification of qualifi- 
cations and certificates; 4) increasing mobility of students, programs, providers 
and projects across national borders; 5) more emphasis on lifelong learning 
which in turn increases the demand for post-secondary education; and 6) the 
increasing amount of private investment in the provision of higher education. 
These developments have important implications for higher education in terms 
of quality, access, diversity and funding. 


V. IMPACT OF GLOBALIZATION ON HIGHER EDUCATION: 

The impact of the various trends and challenges related to globalisation on higher 
education institutions and policies is profound, but also diverse, depending on 
the exact location in the global arena. There are some general tendencies that 
relate to globalisation: 


* Globalisation creates new and tremendously important demands and exigen- 
cies towards universities as knowledge-centres: Scientific research and 
development of technologies are central activities in a knowledge and infor- 
mation driven society and will become even more important in near future. 
Not only in the developed world, but progressively also in other parts of the 
globe will research and development activities become the motor of eco- 
nomic growth and social development. 


¢ The increase in the demand for higher education worldwide: In the devel- 
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oped world the knowledge society ask for even more highly competent 
knowledge workers. Economic development, modernisation and demo- 
graphic pressure will fuel the demand for higher education also in other parts 
of the world, only limited by the inability of the poor to finance the cost of 
higher learning. 


¢ Erosion of the national regulatory and policy frameworks in which universi- 
ties are embedded: Most modern higher education institutions are product 
of national developments and policies and are fully integrated in national edu- 
cational systems. In a progressively more international environment — 
marked by a globalised and liberalised marketplace, an international arena of 
scientific research and academic personnel, and international competition 
between universities and between universities and other institutions and com- 
panies —, the national character of policy frameworks creates more and more 
tensions. 


¢ The emerging 'borderless' higher education market: The massive increase in 
the worldwide demand in higher education, the budgetary and capacity prob- 
lems of many nations to meet this demand, and the opportunities created by 
new communication technologies and the Internet, shape an environment in 
which new, mostly for-profit providers productively can expand the supply 
of educational services. 


VI. IMPACT ON INDIAN HIGHER EDUCATION: 

India's aspirations to establish a knowledge society in the contest of increasing 
globalization, is based on the assumption that higher and technical education 
essentially empowers people with the requisite competitive skills and knowl- 
edge. Since independence, the higher education system has grown rapidly. The 
emphasis on higher education in India can be understood by the number of uni- 
versities currently present in India and the quality of education they provide. As 
of 2014, there are 677 universities, 37,204 colleges and 11443 stand-alone insti- 
tutions in India. In terms of enrollment India is the third largest higher education 
system in the world after China and the USA and the gross enrolment ratio is 
21.1, 


Globalization and it's opportunities in India in the field of Higher Education now, 
appears to be massive, and areas are diverse. The major development in informa- 
tion technology has promoted learners' method of learning in both the formal and 
distance modes. Globalization is simply bringing nations, cultures, economies 
together and at the same time mounting Interdependency. 


The spread of markets and the thrust of globalization, during the past two 
decades, have altered the world of higher education almost beyond recognition. 
The challenge of higher education is to make full use of the opportunities that 
globalization has provided. Two historical developments, namely, accelerated 
globalization and the ICT (information and communication technology) revolu- 
tion, have caused all-pervasive and exceptional global-level impact. No sphere 
of human life is left untouched by them. 


Distance education and virtual Institutions, that is commonly regarded to be an 
industrialized form of education, is now taking place in India, which is proving to 
be more cost effective. The aspiring students who failed to secure their seats in 
India's premiere Institutions can now go abroad to fulfill their aspirations. The 
fast growing Information and communication technology and the academic 
resource materials is providing input to the academicians to compete with their 
counterparts wherever in the world. It inspires the Indian academicians for 
research and publications on issues that are of international importance. 


Amajority of conventional universities in India are far behind, especially in non- 
professional courses. As the UGC, AICTE (All India Council of Technical Edu- 
cation) and other controlling agencies are not in a position to get involved suc- 
cessfully and direct the foreign educational institutions. The government of India 
has set up a committee under the NAAC, under its chairman Ram Takwale, to 
supervise the applying foreign universities. At present 150 foreign universities 
(50 from UK, 45 from Australia. 30 from USA and the rest from Canada and 
other European countries have been working in India. The UGC has decided to 
invite proposals from institutions that are eager on “exporting Indian education” 
to overseas learners under a “Study India Programme”. A recent study shows that 
one in every 10 students studying in the US was an Indian, while less than 0.6 per- 
cent of American Students were receiving educational credit for studying in 
India. 


Thus, Globalization promises dramatic and rewarding change to the higher edu- 
cation systems, of societies, which are relatively steady needed to make well per- 
forming higher education system. Higher education trains the highly skilled per- 
sonnel and contributes to the research base and innovation capacity. 


VII.CONCLUSION: 

There is now increasing global competition for the best and brightest students, as 
more and more countries recognize the economic potential of higher education 
as a service export sector and India is not an exception. As knowledge has 
become a significant factor in determining the scenario of society, it has assumed 
importance than ever before. Consequently, the system of higher education, 
which plays an enormous role in the production and diffusion of knowledge, has 
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also got a deliberate importance. It has also left impact on the importance to 

develop a skilled work force at all levels to meet the demands of increasing busi- 

ness environment. The countries across the world are therefore placing a pre- 

mium on higher education. In the era of globalization there are more weightage 

for competitiveness. Higher education should be more reliable, competent so 

that the coming generations can be more competent to face the challenges in their 

life. The world of higher education in the 21“ century can truly be a border-less 

world of knowledge and ideas which will yield benefits for all nations. There is 

no single, easy path for attaining this new global future, but instead, multiple path- 
ways that lead toward “‘a world in one nest”. 
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